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1 WONDER WHY!

I wonder why hearts change so carelessly.
Forgetful of the fires they have set

Aglow in other hearts.
Forgetful of the trembling lips once wet

With dews of kisses.

I wonder why it comes.forgetfulness.
To steal away the loyalty and truth
That once were glorified,
Leaving, nlone, a formless shadow.ruth
For those forgotten.
I wonder why we cannot, earnestly,
Command our loves as we command oar

lives.
And prove it sweetly true,
That love remains to him who truly strives
To grow in constancy.
I wonder why we never know ourselves.
Can never look into ourselves and see

The hidden springs that wait
A maxie touch to hurst forth mightily,
And 'whelm our startled souls.

I wonder why once earnest vows enshrined
"Within the inner temples of our love,
Grow faint with lapsin? time,
Like echoes from some whisp'ring voice

..bore
The far off floating clouds.

I wonder why '

.New Orleans Times-Democrat.

A FAIR PRISONER
BY HELEN FORREST GRAVES.

ND was this where
the old witch
lived?" said Grace
Olmer, eagerly.
Up on the shelv¬

ing sides of Mount
Buckle there was

a cleared space
among the pines
and maple*?, where
a spring bubbled
out from the rock

and a ruinous one-storied cabin stood

perched like the eyrie of an eagle. JA11
around the grass was purple with wild
violets and the birds were whistling in
ih^ woods.
Suddenly Grace drew back and

clutched instinctively at Halcyone
Maiden's arm ns something lean and

stealthy glided out from the half-
closed door and darted into the thick¬
ets beyond.

"Witt, waa that?" she gasped. "A

cat?"'
"No, ' Halcyone laughed, with a

scornful shrug ofthe shoulders. "Any
one could tell that you were from the

city, Gracie Olmer. Whoever saw a

cat of that color.that shape? It's a

fox. And there are panthers in these

woods, and one winter a bear came out
into the clearing, and Hurst Dockrill
shot him."
"Does no one live here now?"
Halcyone shook her head.
"It's too wild and desolate. Whc

would live three miles up Buckle
MountainV Aunt Betsy used to gathei
herbs and sell them. She lived on nuts

and birrit?, and one day they found
her sitting dead by her fire. Oh, yes,
I know the place is in good repair.
these old-fashioned log cabins will
last forever if nobody pulls then
down!"
She pushed open the door.
"Let's go inside," said she, "and si'

down to rest."
The floor had rotted away, and tal

weeds and bushes were rioting in th<=

fireplace : an old wooden bench stooc

against the crumbling wall.
"Vow, Grace," said Halcyone, giv

ing her fair hair a little toss as the^
seated theraselver, "do you know wlr
I hfive brought you here?"

"To look at the old witch's hut, ]

suppose, and to get some violets. Oh,
it in so beautiful here.if only th<
bear doesn't put in an appearance!"

"The bear was shot long ago, Ant
we could have got violets down in the
meadow, almost anywhere. No, Grace
1 wanted to ask you if.if you reall;
cp.red for Aleck Dale?"
Grace Oimer's face became scarlet

her lashes drooped.
'Halcyone," said she, "you have rn

right to ask me such a question a

th«f!"
Halcyone Marden sprang to her fee

and stood indignantly before he:
friend.

"But I have a right!" said she
' 'Look here, Grace! Before you cam

to Buckleton, Aleck was my lover, H
went everywhere with me.he wa

going to ask me t.' be his wife."
"Did he ever spy so in words?"
"N-no. But a man's heart speak

out in other things than words!" ex

cited)? uttered Halcyone, "I was a

sure of it as 1 am that the sun is shin

ing now. And then you came.-am

t \>!'ything is so different!"
< race lifted her blue, dark-fringei

eve8, and even in this moment of fran

tie jealousy, her rival could not bu

confess t-tvbersell how beautiful the^
were, nnd looked Halcyone full in thi

ftc*.
"Ani I to blame because .things an

different?" said she.

"Captain DnlzeJl likes yon, Grace,'
coaxed Halcyone, puti'ng her ham'
i tressjnvly on the other girl's shoul
Ct r. "Te is rich.he owns the hand
tvn:.ft house in Buckleton,"

Grace sprang up, shaking off fla!
cyone's touch.
"And you would have me marry a

man whom I could never love, simply
because he is rich?" said she.

"Other girls do it. And you are

very poor.you can hardly support
that old bed-ridden father of yours in

the home in New York. You see, 1

know all about your affairs, Grace

Olmer!"
"I am not what yon are pleased to

call 'other girls.' As for my father,
there is no disgrace in his being in a

home, as long as I pay his way."
."Grace, listen." Halcyone's voice

grew flexible and coaxing. "You and
I both had offers to-day to go to the

new shirt factory in Whitesdown. I

must remain here, because my father
and mother want me to remain near

them. But.you will go, won't you?"
"I have no intention of going," said

Grace, calmly,
"But at least promise me, Gracie.

dear Gracie.that you will not dance

with Aleck Dale at the party to¬

night !" pleaded Halcyone.
"Halcyone, you are a very strange

jirl,*' said Grace Olmer. "If yon
really care for this man.who has not
as yet expressed a preference of any
kind.the lists are as open to you as

to me. No, I will pledge myself to

nothing?"
Halcyone Marden was a tall girl,

with an abundance of yellow hair, a

rose-bright complexion, and hazel

eyes, shot through and through by to¬

paz gleams.
Although of New England birth, she

possessed many of the characteristics
of a tropical clime. Her grandfather
had been a Portuguese ship captain,
exiled from his native land through
6ome political disturbance.
She made a quick step forward.
"And you dare take him away from

me!" she exclaimed, the topaz eyes
glittering strangely.
"He must take his own choice !1

"But, Grace, you are as calm M

moonlight and as cold as snow. To

you there are plenty of others be¬

sides this man. while to me he is all
the world. You will give him np?"
"He must choose for himself," wai

the low reply.
Halcyone flashed one wrathful

glance at her rival, and rushed out o

the cabin, letting the nail-studded
door/bang behind her, and the next

moment Grace could hear her flying
footsteps crash down the tall brieri

end thick-growing hazle bushes oi

the path below.
She sprang to her feet.

"Halcyone! Halcyone!" she cried
waving her handkerchief through th

narrow, slit-like window, which wa

nearly on a level with her eyes
"Where are you going? Wait fo

me, Halcyone."
For one second the other gir

paused. She saw that the door ha<

settled heavily down into the logs o

the threshold, aud that Grace Olme
was a captive in the old witch's cabin
A sudden exultation throbbei

through ber heart.a half-formei

piece of strategy.
"Why not?" she asked hersoll

"Does it not serve her right, the cold

passionless flinty-hearted thing? Le

her stay there until she comes to he
senses! One night on Mount Buckl
won't hurt her, and the coast will b

free for me!"
It was not for some time that Grac

Olmer realized that she was a prisone
in this wild spot.that her individut
strength would not suffice to stir th

heavy door that had settled so solidi
down into the mouldering logs of th
threshold, and that the one windo1
was far too small to afford any egress

In the west the sun was setting in

crimson blaze over Buckle Lake;
low wind rustled the rose briers out
side; and a faint sweetness rose u

from the crushed violets in her lap.
She drew a quick, shuddt rin

breath; then she tried to laugh.
"I must be patient," she thought

"Some one will surely come along, i
I only .wait long enough. There mm
be some woodcutter on the mountai
.-or perhaps a boy, digging sassafra
root*!"
But she waited and waited, and th

deep red sunset faded into purple an

then into gray, and still no one cam<

She thought of old Betsy Bloorx
"the witch," sitting stark and dead
she remembered the stealthy rush c

the red fox ; and still she kept aesur

ing herself that this was only a jok<
Halcyone would surely return, or som

one else would come to her aid.
And then she remembered the rnsti

dance on the sawmill floor that wa

planned for that evening, and won

dered, with a rush of blinding tears t

her eyes, if Alexander Dale woul
miss her.

? ***** *

Halcyone Marden looked unusual!
beautiful that evening, in a whit

j gown of some soft, crinkly mater:p!

with a bunch of blue iris at her belt

and a carcanet of lillie beads around
her white throat.
The band.two fiddles and a horn,

played by three energetic colored men
.was wrestling with "Climbing L7p
De Golden Stairs," aud about twenty
couples were romping up and down the

floor in the famous "Highland Schot-
tische" when she came in.
"Where is Miss Olmer?"' asked the

master of ceremonies, a stalwart young
lumberman.

Halcyone made him a low courtesy.
"Am I Miss Olmer'a keeper?" said

she, satirically.
"No. But she boards at the same

place, doesn't she?"
"For all that, I'm not answerable

for her movements!" Halcyone re¬

torted.
"Will you dance with me, Hal¬

cyone?" called out Ross Duncan.
And with a quick glance around the

room to satisfy herself that Mr. Dale
was not there, Halcyone accepted tha

challenge.
"I may as well amuse myself until

he comes," sbe thought.
Her tawny eyes sparkled, her cheeks

glowed a rich carmine, and her pulses
bounded joyously to the time of the

music. Opportunity was all that she
hud needed, and surely she should

triumph now!
"Aud of course," she added, within

herself, "Grace Olmer will kuow that

it was all a mistake. How was I to

know that the door swung shut?"
Slowly the evening passed by.

Danoe after dance succeeded each
other ; the music clashed loudly ; peo-

¦a^ple came and went, and Halcyone
reigned the undoubted queen of the
rustic merry-makers, yet still tbs
"man of men" did not dawn upon her

horizon.
And to the universal query, "What

has become of Aleck Dale?" nobody
was ready with a rejoinder.
.Out in Buckleton the people did not

keep late hours, and it was not very
much past midnight when Halcyone
Marden's escort left her at the pic¬
turesque little garden gate, and,
sauntering np the box-bordered path,
she saw in the level May moonlight
two figures on the porch.
"Who is. that?" she called out.

"Why, it is never Grace Olmer?'
"Yes, Grace Olmer!" responded a

; well-known voice, and Alexander Dale

stepped out into tho full pearly light
."Grace Olmer and your humble
servant as well. I happened to ba

coming down Buckle Mountain late

this afternoon with some squirrels I
had shot, and to my surprise 1 en-

s countered a captive princess in an en¬

chanted tower.Grace Olmer in the
old witch's hut.and I had the happi¬
ness of releasing her and being her

escort home."
"Halcyone," said Grace, looking the

golden-haired girl full in the face,
"did you know that when yon swung
that heavy door Bhut that it fastened
me in?"

"Oh, Gracie!"
The color came and went on Hal-

cyone's cheek; but the tawny eyes
revealed their secret and Grace knew

all, though her companion spoke no

word.
"But," spoke Dale, joyfully, "how¬

ever it may have happened, it gave me

the opportunity for which I had long
hoped. Congratulate me, Halcyone.
Miss Olmer has promised to be my
wife."
Halcyone's smile was cold and mean¬

ingless as the moonlight around her,
and her heart was colder still as she

held out her hand to her successful
rival and mechanically uttered the
words;

"I.congratulate.you!"
For in all life's contests, where one

wins another must fail..Saturday
Night. _

Starting a Pineapple Plantation.
The first operation in starting a pine¬

apple plantation is to cut off the ham¬
mock growth and clear the area, though
the stumps of the larger trees are left
standing. The "slips," which are sim¬

ply growths from the old plants, are

usually put in with a pointed stick at

the rate of twelve thousand to the
acre. The first crop matures in about

eighteen months, and when three crops
are secured, in as many years, the
fields are abandoned for this culture,
the surface again cleared, anl planted
in tomatoes. Sweet potatoes also

grow to perfection, and, as I was as¬

sured by a gentleman of experience,
are frequently quarried from these
fields of coral rock with a crowbar.

I was much interested in the pine¬
apple industry, as the leaves of the

pineapple contain a beautiful soft
white fibre, whioh I have no doubl
might be utilized..Scribner's.
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A physician of South Haven, Mich.,
y will make a voyage around the world

e in a schooner 125 feet long, with n

i. beam of about twenty-five feet,

THE HEW3.

The revolt in South karolina against Gov¬
ernor Tillman's m.: thetis of enforcirg his Dis¬
pensary law assumed formidable proportions.
In the fight at Darlington, in whioh dispen¬
sary spies fired upon citizens, several men"
were killed and others wounded, tho latter

including the chief ot police. The Governor
declared Darlington a&d Florence counties in
a state of Insurrection, and ordered troops to
he massed in the towns in thos3 counties. Hi
also had a judge of tho gUto courts issue an

injunction against the Western Union Tele¬
graph Company to restrain its officers from
accepting messages for transmittal on the
Darlington trouble unless sent by state au¬

thorities.-The United fttates Court of Fri-
vate Land Claims1h Tucson, Arizona, has
banded down a decision in thn Souita San
Rafael del Valle, Babacomari and Nogales do
Vilas grant cases favoring the settlers. Tin

grants wero declared, void.-Collector of
Customs Wise, of San Francisco, has issued a

statement.which sets forth that the certificate
of registration issued to Chinamen under the
Geary law is simply evidence of his right to
remain In this country, and do^s not entHle
the possessor to land In case he should leave
the country and return.

Isaac Fequa has been elected President of
thc Central Pacific Railroad Company ia

place of C. P. Huntingdon.-Bwhop Fow¬
ler, of the Methodist Episcopal -Church, doc.*)
not think women will ever be admitted to
membership in tho.General ¦Conference of (he
church.-rark Colliery, No. 2. nt Tark
Place, Va., WM burned;; loss, (160,000; par¬
tial Insurance, in the colliery were employed
aejrea hundred hands.-An unsuccessful at¬

tempt was made at a bridge near Oxford, 0.,
to wreck an express train on the Cincinnati,
Hamilton and Dayton Railroad.-Luppert'fl
furniture factory, and some dwellings at

Williarnsport, Pa., weis barned;loss, 175,000,
partially Insured.-Herman Clark, wanted
in New York oi some charge growing out ol
the failure ol the firm of Hunter, Clark \
Jacob, of which he was a member, was ar-

r.siol in Chicago.-Fire destroyed over

fifty buildings, embracing the satire portion
of the eily of Barry, in Pike enmity, 111. The
lc i is estimated at £200,000.-Trouble is

expected to follow the threatened strike of
Hi.ke irorkers in tbe ConneUsvllle region.

Orders have been issued for starting ap
the Belmont blast furnace of th" Wheeling
iron and steel Company.
The mutilated body of CbrtViey TifTnny. a

comparative strauger, wa* found about six
miles from Fort Dodge, Ia., up thn river la a,

secluded spot grown over with timber and
brush.-Joseph H. Bourne died in Provi¬
dence. Ho was sixty-seven years old, and wa

one of the best known horCeullurists in Non-

England, and the founder of tho Rhode Isla nd
Horticultural Society..Three young women
who represent tb*1 Rhode Island mills, started
for Washington from Providence to appear
before tho Finance Committee of the Senate
to protest against the passage of tho Wilson
bill. They are the most beautiful girls in the
mills.-The dead body of Robert Betti y,
aged twenty-three, youngest son of General

\ John Beatty, of Columbus, O., was found <>n

the banks of a creek four miles from Oilles-
pieville, a village in Ross county.-Tho ad¬
ana! dog show of the Philadelphia Kennel
Club opened at the Philadelphia' Tatters;..'.1.
'1 he show promises to be the best ever given
in that city, as the list of entries is unusually
large, and includes all the leading breeds of

dogs, many of them champion:-; or prise win¬
ners In their classes.-Major J.W. Bickham
editor of the Dayton (Ohio) Journal, is dead.

The cotton mills in Augusta, Ga., have or-
densafficlcnl tc enable them to run six

months.-Major Wm. N. Evans, one of the
best-known baadaiasters in the "'est, (lied at

Chicago,-C. P. Huntington, H. E. Hun¬
tington and Charles W. Crocker have resigned
from tho directorate of the Central Pacific
Railroad Company, their purpose being to
entrench them.-.'-ives in a strong legal posi¬
tion whereby the Southern Pacific Company
may avoid the stipulation of its leaso that it
shall pay.the holdens of Central Pacific seourf-
tiestho annual sumof *1,300.000 in dividends.
-Fire did £40.000 damage at South Fram-
ington, Jfass, .The steamboat Bes 1 .inl.
running between Red Bank. N. J., and New-
York, ran ashore nearthe Atlantic Highlands.
The passengers were taken to Oceanic In
small boals, and from that place walked to
Red Bank.-The Supreme Court of Massa¬
chusetts decided that a note given In pay¬
ment of a bet on bone racing is illegal.-,
The right of way o' the Smith Pennsylvania
Railroad will be Sold as unsettled lands,
Guy T. Chnstead shot and killed Letter-car¬
rier Clifford on the street, ir Chicago.

BURIED BY AVALANCHES.

Whole Faaiiliea Carried Away by Terrific Snow

Slides in Idaho.

Union Pacific officials have received ad¬

vices from the Idaho Division to the effect

thatj six Bnow-3ides occurred between Burke
and Black Bear, on Canyon Creek, each from

1,000 to 2.000 feet in length and 100 to 200
feet in depth. A number of lives are sup¬
posed to have been lost.

Canyon Creek is dammed up by snow, and

a flood is imminent. Great damage has al¬

ready been done to railroad property. A

large force of men is at work clearing thi>
track and searching for bodies supposed to

be burled. The snow accumulated on the
mountains to a depth of fully 50 feet, and the
late raine caused tbe mass to move at differ¬

ent places.
A section of snow 600 feet in length, near

Black Bear Mine, first became detached and

started down the steep mountain side. Be¬

fore the inhabitants of the cabins in tho path
of the slide could flee, the avalanche wae

upon them. Two families together with their

homes, were oaught and carried along with

the elide and buried at the bottom of th =

canyon.
Others unaccounted for are also believed

to have been killed. Soon after the first slide
took place another occurred farther up the

canyon, near Burke. A family named Chil

son, consisting of father, mother and three

children, attempted to reach a place of safe¬

ty, but were overtaken by the mass of snovi

and crushed to death.

The remains of Hans von Bulow, tbe dis

anguished pianist, who died recently it

Egypt, were cremated at Hamburg. Then

was an imposing funeral service in thi

church, attended by numerous depot
f om home and foreig'a musical societies.

He Withholds Approval of the
Bland Bill.

LOOSELY DRAWN MEASURE.
Then Again Mr. Cleveland Believes

lt Would Rob the Treasury of
Cold and Would Retard the Re¬
vival of Business Prosperity

In the Country.

Thc President sent to the Boom of Repre¬
sentatives a message vetoing the Bland silver

seigniorage bill.
The President vetoes the bill on thc ground

that it is loosely drawn and would rob us of
our gold.
The veto message was sept to Congress

within the 10 days given by the constitution.
Sundays aro not Included in this 10 days.
There is no question here as to the legality
of the veto. The message in full is as fol¬

lows:
To th" Bouat of H presentntivet: I return

without my approval House Bill No. 1958, BO
titled "An net directing the coinage ol the
silver bullion held in the Treasury and for
other purposes."
My strong desire t" avoid disagreement

with those in both Houses lo Congress; who
ha,ve supported this bill would lead me (q ap-
prove it If I could believethal the public good
would not be thereby endangered, and that
such action on my part would bjB a proper
discharge of official duty, Inasmuch, bow-
ever, as I am unable to satisfy myself that the
proposed legislation^ either wis" or oppor¬
tune, my conception of Hie obligations and
responsibilities attached to the great office I
hold forbids the Indulgence of my personal
desire, and inexorably confines me to that
course which is dictated by my reason and
judgment, and pointed out by a sincere pur¬
pose to protect and promote tho general in¬
terests of our people.
The financial disturbance which swept over

tho country during the last year was unparall¬
eled in its severityand disastrous e.,nse< piences.
There seemed to bc almost an entire displace.
ment of faith in our flnan"ia! ability and a

loss of confidence in our fis al policy,
Among those who attempted to assign

causes for our distress it wns very genera liv
conceded that the operation of a provision ot
law then in force, which required the gorern-
ment to purchase monthly a large amount of
silver bullion and issue its notes in payment
therefor, was either entirely, or to a larg" ex¬

tent, responsible for our condition.

REPEAL OK THE SILVEB JAW.

This led to the repeal, on the lat day ol
November, 1SP3, of this statutory prov;
Wo had, however, fallen so low in thc depths
Of depression, and timidity and apprehension
had So completely gained control in financial
circles, that our rapid recuperation could not
be reasonably expected. Our recovery luis.
nevertheless, steadily progressed, and,though
lesa than five months have elapsed since the
repeal of tho mischievous sUver-purohase re¬

quirement, a wholesome Improvement ls un¬

mistakably apparent. Confidence in our ab¬
solute solvency is to such an extent reinstated
and faith in our disposition to adhere to
sound financial methods is so far restored ai
to produce the moBt encouraging results both
at homo and abroad. The wheels of domestic
industry have been slowly set in motion and
the fido of foreign investment has again
started in our direction.
Our recovery being so well under way,

nothing should be done to check our conva¬

lescence-, nor should we forget that a relapse
at this time would almost surely reduce us tc
a lower stage of financial distress than that
from which we are just emerging.

I believe that if the billunder consideration
should become a law it would be regarded as

a retrogression from the financial intentions
Indicated by our recent repeal of the provis¬
ion forcing silver bullion purchases; that it
would weaken, if it did not destroy, returning
faith and confidence in our sound financial
tendencies, and that as a consequence our

progress to renewed business health would be
unfortunately checked and a return to our

recent distressing plight seriously threatened.
INTRINSIC VALCE OF STI.Vt R.

Considering the present intrinsic relation
between gold and siher, the maintenance of
the parity between the two metals, as men¬

tioned in this law, can mean nothing less
than the maintenance of such a parity in tho

estimation and confidence of the people who
uso our money in their daily transaction'.

Manifestly the maintenance of this parity
can only be accomplished so far ns it is af¬
fected by these Treasury notes, and in the es¬

timation of the holder of the same, by giving
to such holders, on their redemption, the
coin, whether it is gold or silver, which they
prefer.

It follows that whilo in terms the law leaves
the choice of coin to be puid on such redemp¬
tion to thc discretion of the Secretary of tbe
Treasury, the exercise of this discretion, if
opposed to the demands of the holder, is en¬

tirely inconsistent with the effective and Ih'ik*-
flclal maintenance of the parity between tho
two metals. If both gold and silver are to
serve us as money, and if they together are to
supply our people a «nfe and staid" currency,
the necessity of preserving this parity ll ob¬
vious. Such necessity bus been repeatedly
conceded in the platforms of both political
parties and in our federal statutes. It is no¬

where more emphatically recognized than in
the recent law which repealed the provision
under which the bullion now on hand was

purchased. This law insists upon the "main¬
tenance of the parity in value of the coins of
the two metals and the equal rower of every
dollar at all times in the markets and in the
payment of debts."
The Beoretarj of the Treasury has, there¬

fore, for the best of reasons, not only
promptly complied with every demand for tho
redemption of these Treasury notes in gold,
but the present situation, as well ai the letter
and spirit of ihe Jaw, appears plainly to justi¬
fy, if it does ndt enjoin upon him a continua¬
tion of such redemption

CONDITIONS I HESENTED.

The conditions I have endeavored to pre¬
sent mov be thus summarized;
Firet.The Government has purchased and

now has on hand sufficient silver bullion to
permit the coinage of all the silver dollars
necessary to redeem, in such dollars, the
Treasury notes issued for the purchase of said
silvr bullion and enough besides to coin, as

gain or seigniorage, 65,156,681 additional
standard silver dollars.
Becond There are outstanding and now in

circulation Treasury n in payment
of the bullion purchased amounting to 6152,-
'.'.Vi,'2o0. These notes are legal tender in

payment of all debts, public and private, ex¬

cept when otherwise expressly stipulated
they are receivable for customs, taxes and al

public dues; when held by banking associa
lions they may be counted as part of theil
lawful reserves, and they are redeemed by thu
government in gold at the option of the hold
ens. These advantageous attributes were de
literately attached to the ,. notes at the timi

of their issue. They were full) unde
by our people, to whom such notes have beei
distributed as currency, and have inspire,
confidence in their safety and value, and hav<

undoubtedly thus induced their continue*
and contented use as money instead of anxi
cty for their redemption.
Having referred to some incidents which

deem relevant to the subjeut, it remains tor
me to submit a specific slatcment of my ob¬

jections to the bill now under consideration.
HIS OBJECTION TO THE HILL.

This bill consists of two sections, excluding
one which merely appropriates a sum suffi¬
cient to carry the act into effect. The first

section provides for the immediate coinage ol
the silver bullion in the Treasury which rep¬
resents the so-called gain or tieigniorage or

which would arise from the coinage of all tho
bullion on hand, which gain or seigniorage
this section declares to be $55,156,631.

It directs that tue money so-coined or the
aertffioiitee issued thereon shall be used in
the payment of public expenditures, aud pro¬
vides that if the aeeds of tue Treasury de¬
mand it. the Secretary of the Treasury mav.

In his decretion, issue eilyer certificates in
excess of such coinage, not exceeding the
amount of seigniorage in said section author¬
ized to be coined.
The second section directs that as soon as

possible after tho coinage of this seigniorage
the remainder of the bullion held by the gov¬
ernment shall be coined into legal-tender
standard silver dollars, and that they shall
be held in the Treasury for tho redemption
of tho Treasury notes issued in th" purchase
of said bullion.
The entire bill is most unfortunately con¬

structed. Nearly every sentence presents un¬

certainty and invites controversy as to Its
meaning and intent. The first section is es¬

pecially faulty in this respect, aud it is ex¬

tremely doubtful whether its language will
permit thc ooiisummation,of its supposed pur¬
poses.

TWO KAULT9.

I am led to believe that the promoters of

the bill intended in this section to provide
for the coinageof th" bullion constituting the

gain, or seigniorage, as it is called, into
standard silver dollars, and yet there is poa!
lively nothing in the .section to prevent its
coinage into any description of silver coins
now authorised under the existing law.

I suppose this section was also intended, in
case the n"".is of the Treasury called for
money faster than t'le seigniorage bullion
could actually be coined, io permit tie
of silver certificates in advance of such coin¬
age; but its language would seem to p'-rmit
the issuance of such certificates to double the
amount of seigniorage as stated, one-half of
which would not represent an ounce of silver
in the Treasury.
The debute upon this section in the Con¬

gress ,level.ip"d au ..amest nud positive dif¬
ference of opinion as to its object and mean¬

ing. In any event 1 am clear that the present
perplexities and embarrassments of the Sec¬
retary of the Treasury ought not to be

augmented by devolving upon him the execu¬

tion of a law bo uno irtalD ami oonfal I
I am not wiling, however, to rest my ob¬

jection to this section solely on these grounds;
in'my judgment sound finance does not com¬

mend a further infusion of silver into our

currency at this time unaccompanied by fur¬
ther adequate provision for the maintenance
in .eir Treasury of a sile gobi reserve.

Doubts also arise as to tho meaning and
Construction of the ascend section of th" bill.
If the Rilver dollars therein directed to be
coined are, as thi-1 section provides,to beheld
in the Treasury for the redemption of Treas¬
ury notes, it is suggested that, Strictly speak¬
ing, eertilleates cannot be issued on BUch coin
"in the matter now provided by law," because

dollar! are money held rn the Treasury
for tie purpose of redeeming Treas¬
ury notes on demand, which would ordinarily
moan that they wen sot apart for the purpose
of SUhStitUUng them for these Treasury notes.

They are not, therefore, held in such a way
BS to furnish a basis for certificates according
to any provision of existing law. If, how-

ever, silver certificates can properly be issued
upon these dollars, there is nothing in the
section to indicate tho characteristics and
functions of these certificates. If they were
to be of the same character as silver certill-

in circulation undor existing laws, they
would at best be receivable only for customs,
taxes and till public dues, and, under the
language of this section, it is, to say the
least, extrei'icly doubtful whether the oertlfl-
oates it contemplates would be lawfully re¬

ceived, even for such purposes.
A DRAIN ON GOLD.

Whatever else may be said of the uncertain¬
ties of expression in this bill, they certainly
ought not to be found in legislation affecting
subjects so important and far-reaching as our

finances and currency. In stating other and
more important reasons for my disapproval
of this section I shall, however, assume that
under Itt provisions the Treasury notes Issued
in payment for silver bullion will continue to
be redeemed us heretofore, in silver or gold,
at tho option of the holders; and that if when
tiley are presented for redemption, or reach
tho Treasury in any other manner, there are

in the Treasury coined silver dollars equal in
nominal value to such Treasury notes, then.
nnd in that case, the notes will be destroyed
and silver certificates to an equal amount
substituted.

I am convinced that this scheme is ill-
advised and dangerous. As an ultimate re¬

sult of Itt operation Treasury notes which ur*;

legal tender for all debts public and private
and which are redeemable in gold and silvei
at the option of th" holder, will be replaced
by silver certificates, which, whatever may bf

their character ana description, will hav<
none of these qualities. In anticipation ol
this result, and ai an immediate effect, thi
Treasury notes will naturally appreciate in
value and desirability.
The fact that gold can be realized upon

them, and the further (act that their deetrue
tim ha.-j been decreed when they reach tin
Treasury, must tend to their withdrawn
from general circulation, to be immediately
presented for gold redemption or to bi
hoarded for presentation at a more convent
ent season. The sequel of both operation'
will be a large addition to the silver currone!

in our circulation and a corresponding re

duetion of gold in tho Treasury.
The argument has been made that thesi

things will not occur at once because a lon*,
time must elapse before the coinage of any
thing but the seigniorage can be entered upon
If the physical effects of the execution of thi
second section of this bill are not to be real
ized until far in the future, this may furnist
a strong reason why it should not be passe,
so much in advance, but the postponement o

its actual operation cannot prevent the (ea
and loss, of confidence and nervous preeau
tion which would immediately follow its pas
sage and bring about its worst consequences

I regard this section of the bill as embody¬
ing a plan by which the government wiil Ix
obliged to pay out its scanty store of gold fo:
no other purpose than to force an unnaturn
addition of silver money into the hands,,
our people. This is an exact reversal of th

policy which safe finance dictates, If we ar

to preserve parity between gold and silve
and maintain sensible bimetallism.
We have now outstanding more than $33^,

000.000 in silver certificates issued under ex

isting laws. They are serving the purpose o

money usefully and without question. Ou
gold reserve, amounting to only a little mor

than $100,000,000, is directly charged wit
the redemption of 8316,000',000 of .Unite,
States notes. When il ls proposed to iuflat
our silver currency it is a time for strength
ening our gold reserve instead of depleting i
I cannot conceive of a longer step towar
silver monometallism than we take when w

spend our gold to buy silver certificates f<
circulation, especially in view of the praetiei
difficulties surrounding the replenishment <

our gold.
This leads me to earnestly present the d

¦arability of granting to the Secretary of ti
Treasury a better power than now'exists
issue bonds to protect our gold reserve whf
for any reason it should be necessary. Oi
currency is in such a confused condition ar

our financial affairs are apt to assume at ai

lime bo critical a position that it seems to n

such a course is dictated I,-.ordinary prudenc
I am not insensible to arguments in fav<

of coining thc bullion seigniorage in tl
Treasury, and 1 believe it could be done saf
ly and with advantage if the Secretary of tl
Treasury had the power to Issue bonds at
low rate of interest under authority in subsi
tution of that now existing and better suib
to the protection of the Tjeaaury^ _

I hope a way wm present naen in mo near

future for the adjustment of our monetary
affairs in such a comprehensive and conser¬

vative manner as will m.rd to silver its

proper placo in our currency, but in tho
meantime 1 am extremely solleltious that
whatever action we take on this subject may
be such U to prevent loss and discourage¬
ment to our people at home, and the destruc¬
tion ol ooii'H' nee Ln our financial manage¬
ment abroad.

Grover Cleveland.
Exaotmvi Mansion, March 29, 189*L

FIFTY-THIRD CONGRESS.

6ENATE.
85tu D av..Tho Senate transacted no busi¬

ness, adjourning immediately after the con-

oluslon ol the funeral services over there-
mains of Sena".>r Colquitt.
86th Dat. In the senate a joint resolution

was Introduced by Mr Dolph abrogating tho
Ctayton-Bulwer treaty. Mr. Perter intro¬
duced l r solution pealing all laws granting
the Secretary ol the Treasury authority to is¬
sue bomb- a ml other interest-bearing obllga-

authority from Con¬
gress. The HcOarrahan bill was diaooessd
by Mr. Morrill in opposition, and by Mr.
Hunton, of Virginia in favor of Its passage.
87th Dat. after many delays and disap¬

pointments th.lebrated MojLtaRahaa bill
the Senate. The morning hour was

occupied in the discussion and passage of
s.-yeral bills of pundv lo.-n! interest, and tho
KoOarrahan bili occupied the remainder of

thalime, from two o'clock until the hour of
adjournment.
88th Dat. the United States Senate was

not in session to-day.
89th Dat. The United States Senate was

not in session to-day.

H0U8E.
85th Dat There was another day without

progreas over the Joy-O'Neill roateetod elec¬
tion case in the House, owing to the absence
of a, quorum of Democratic members, and at
the close of the proceedings of the House was

as far from a conclusion as When the dead¬
lock first began, lb ill-calls followed one

another in rapid su.solon, but while there
were known to be 280 members on the floor,
the near"sr the majority ever came to a

quorum was 179 Bevon leis than a quorum.
MthDat. In the Souse, the CommittV

on Rubs prepared o rule for the consideration
of the Joy-O'Neill and the Hilboru-En^lish
contested le ti,n eases. The nil" provided
for two hours' oonsldentlon to sash case.

When it wau Introduced the I lemo,¦¦..ats mus¬

tered a bare quorum to enforc the demand
for the pr-- i.. and, again,to adopt
the committee's rule; but mel again
after the discussion of tho Joy-O'Neill
badi.nconcluded.before the majority re¬

port of the Elections Committee, declaring
the contestant, O'Neill, entitled to tbe seat
could bl ado;.1.
87th Day. .An exciting scene occurred io

the House during the consideration of a con-
tested election "ase. When it bad been dem¬
onstrated that thc Democrats had not enough
member! present to break the deadlock on the
O'Neill-Joy ease, Slr. Patterson presented a

>e ti Instructing the sorgeatit-at-arrns to
arrest sbsentees- A. struggle followed, which
was prolonged after the usual hour of ad¬
journment, and at onetime threatened to keep
the House Lo KMion ail night.
88th Day.-The uUbustering tactics were

continued In the House, The proceedings
culminated iu a sharp passage at arms be¬
tween the Speaker and Mr. Reed. For four
hours Mr. need filibustered against tho ap¬
proval of the Journal. During tho progress
of the filibuster the Speaker several tine
dined to entertain motions or appeals from
his decisions, refusing to state the grounds
upon which these decisions were made. Ho
held that it was the chair's privilege, as it was
the privilege of a judge, to furnish the reasons
for deei .. :it. Wh -n tho
President's veto of tho Bland bill was
Mr. Bland gave notice that on Tm Bday next
he would move I bill, tho Presi¬
dent's objections notwithstanding.
89th Day..No attempt was made in the

to resume the struggle over the O'Ncill-
Joy contested election ease, BS, by special
order, the day alter 1 o'clock was devoted to

eulogies on the lateRepn sentative O'Neill, of
Pennsylvania. Some routine business was

1 of, however! before the eulogies be-
gan.

NINE BURNED TO DEATH.

Eight Small Children Killed by a Fire Which De¬

stroyed Their Home.

News of | terrible disaster at McKindree,
W. Va., has just been received in Wheeling.
The residence of John Witt, at that place,
Wai burned to the ground and with it WOE*

cremated eight small children and a servant
girl named Mary Hendricks.
The detail ol the fire are horrible in tho

ie. Ur. Witt was away (rom hom
Mis. Witt, h"-twin babes anl six other chil¬

dren, ranging In agee from 2 years to ll. and

Mary Hendricks, the servant girl, were

lng alone m the bouse, ai an early hour Mrs.

Witt was awakened by the smell of burning
wood and discovered that the lower part of

the house was enveloped In Hames. Tho

frightened woman ran from the bouse but re¬

turned immediately and attempted to --ave her
children. The flames, which had spread
rapidly, cul Oil her approach to their rooms,
however, and she was forced to give up, and
bandy i soaped with lier life.
The neighbors were quickly aroused and

made uoroie effortstosave the nins ooeupaati
of the building. Nothing was seen of the lat¬

ter, ami il ls upi oeed thal all were suffoea-
oke before the flames reached

ihem. The house wai.mpletely dash
and in the r end only the charred

of the eight children and the servant
girl, which were fathered together and will
ail be buried In one grave.
The cause of the Ure was ¦ defective flue.

Mr. and Hrs. \s'itt arc prostrated by the ter¬
rible calamity which has befallen them and
it ie fey red Uley will lose their minds..

SMOKED THE SENATORS

& Fire in thr Berate end of the Capitol M«rt»» lt

ITnpleRMPt for the Kember*,

Tbe papei in the waste room in the tai
of the Senate end of the capitol caught fire
and filled the corridors and the Benate
charnbei with dense Bm

less excitement until the extent of the fire

It wi rtiiiguJehed, but aol beforo
the entire Senate end Ol the building had
been Ulled with smoke bo dense (bat for a

few minute-all the corridors wre darkened
and it began to look as if the Senate might
be compelled to adjourn I.auss of Um
comfort.
The doors of the chamber however,

closed, and much of the smoke excluded.

Enough of it found admission to make it \. rv

disagreeable for ti i. There was at
no time any danger of the tire spreading, as

the building ie entirely lire-proof In all the
Boon, wails and ceilings in that part of the
budding being of stone.

No damage was done beyond that
ioned byknocking out the lights of a few tightly
closed windows on the terrace to let the
smoke out freely.


